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Sen. Allen pleased ill-advised MiPC program is finished 
Questions still remain 

 
LANSING – Many concerns about the governor’s proposed MiPC program endorsing 
computers not made in the United States were put to rest recently when it was announced the 
program has been dropped, said state Sen. Jason Allen, R-Traverse City. 
 
According to Department of Information Technology Director Teri Takai, the Department of 
Management and Budget recently announced that it has “decided that an award for this 
service would not be in the best interest of the state at this time.” 
 
“The goal of putting a computer in every Michigan home is a laudable one, unfortunately this 
program just didn’t come close,” said Allen, chair of the Senate Committee on Commerce 
and Labor. “We will continue to fight for every Michigan job and businesses can breathe 
easier knowing they won’t have to compete with a government sponsorship program.” 
 
Allen and other members of the committee heard testimony from Takai last month and were 
left with several questions and concerns regarding why the state would endorse products 
available on the free market, how the program would make computers more affordable for 
Michigan residents, why the bid was designed so no Michigan companies were able to 
participate, and the legality of DIT’s authority to create and administer the program. 
 
MiPC was originally billed by the administration as a program to “make computers more 
affordable for Michigan residents.” During committee testimony, the administration’s 
explanation of the program presented an entirely different objective with no pricing 
guarantees included. 
 
Based on the statute and order creating the DIT and the DMB, neither agency had the 
authority to issue an Invitation to Bid or expend state resources to create and operate the 
program. Allen has repeatedly requested that DIT cite the legal authority it has used to justify 
the expenditure of state employee time, funded with tax dollars, to run the MiPC program. To 
date, this request has not been sufficiently answered.   
 
“Although several of our questions and concerns were addressed, we would still like to know 
how the administration thinks it can legally put a program like this together,” Allen said. 
“After all these months, how many hours of state employee time were squandered on this 
program? MiPC certainly seems to have been an epic waste of scarce tax dollars.” 
 

### 


